
Albania Reflections Ten (10) by Dr Lyndon Bouah 

 

 Venue: The 5-star Grand Blue Fafa Resort 

 

 

  

 

 

1. Chess Results 
 

https://s1.chess-results.com/tnr1396652.aspx?art=0 
 

https://s1.chess-results.com/tnr1396652.aspx?art=0


2. Senior 65+ Final Ranking 
 

 

 
 



3. Analysis of Senior 65+ Final Ranking 

In third place in the Open section was Iceland. Iceland is said to have the highest number of 
grandmasters per population. Chess is very popular.  They had three grandmasters playing on the top 
three boards. They were GM Helgi Olafsson, GM Margeir Petursson and GM Jon Arnason. All these 
grandmasters have tremendous international experience. They only lost to Italy. Iceland clinched third 
third place on tiebreak. 

 
Iceland 

 

Italy ended second in the event and fielded two grandmasters. They are GM Carlos Garcia Palermo and 
GM Levy Ortega. They lost to Israel. 

 
Italy 

 



In first place was Germany – Lasker, who fielded four grandmasters and was led on board one by the 
former World No.3 Artur Yusupov. He played 8 games and scored 8 draws. The German team in round 6 
decisively beat England which meant that England ended outside of the medal placing. 

 
Germany 

In the women’s section the FIDE Women team came first, Germany Women second and Latvia third. 

 
Latvia women bronze in Over 65 



 
Germany women silver in Over 65 

 

 
Fide women gold in Over 65 

 

  

 

 

 



4. Senior 50+ Final Ranking 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



5. Analysis of Senior 50+ Final Ranking 

In the final round USA 1 drew quickly with Iceland thus securing first place. They have now won the last 7 
of eight editions. 

 
USA 

Italy pressed hard against Norway on board two and ultimately won the encounter to give them second 
place. Despite catching the leaders on matchpoints, Italy finished behind the USA on tiebreak’s (game 
points)  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Kazakhstan beat Iceland 4 nil to clinch bronze. 

  

 

In the women’s section the USA Women came first again ahead of the Czech Republic and Kazakhstan 
who took the bronze medal. 

 
Kazakhstan women came 3rd in the Open over 50 section 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
Czech Republic women came 2nd in the Open over 50 section 

 

 
USA women came 1st in the Open over 50 section 

 

 

 

 

 



6. South Africa Team Composition with Round Results 

  



7. South Africa Board Pairings 
 

 
 

 
 
 



 
8. Analysis of South Africa 

1. South Africa was originally seeded 28th out of 36 teams. 
 
2. We ended in 23rd position ultimately. 

 
3. After round 8 we were standing as high as joint eighth position. 

 
4.  We won three matches against Wales, Albania and Guernsey. 

 
5. We lost four matches against England 2, England 4. USA Women and Spain 

 
6. We drew against France and Canada. 

 
7. The players we prepared against appear to play many events where their average opponents are over 

2000. 
 

8. Players also seem to compete in their country Senior Champs as well as European and American 
senior Championships on a regular basis. 

 
9. The circuit in Europe seems to be well developed. 

 
10. Even some of the older players we competed against still play many events in the hometown and 

elsewhere. 
 

11. SA played hard in each match. 
 

12. Each match was hard fought with no easy draws offered or given. 
 

13. Many games went the distance as players tried to bring in points. 
 

14. SA should in my opinion send an Over- 65 team and perhaps even consider a second Over- 50 team. 
 

    
Our flag was also in attendance! 



9. South African Players 
 

 
Chessa Facebook 
 

https://web.facebook.com/southafricachess/photos/%F0%9D%97%94-%F0%9D%97%9B%F0%9D%97%98%F0%9D%97%94%F0%9D%97%A5%F0%9D%97%A7%F0%9D%97%99%F0%9D%97%98%F0%9D%97%9F%F0%9D%97%A7-%F0%9D%97%96%F0%9D%97%A2%F0%9D%97%A1%F0%9D%97%9A%F0%9D%97%A5%F0%9D%97%94%F0%9D%97%A7%F0%9D%97%A8%F0%9D%97%9F%F0%9D%97%94%F0%9D%97%A7%F0%9D%97%9C%F0%9D%97%A2%F0%9D%97%A1%F0%9D%97%A6-to-our-south-african-senior-team-as-they-prepare-to-/1399716112185791/?_rdc=1&_rdr


 

Dr Lyndon Bouah had a tough tournament with only one opponent rated below him. He had a rating 
performance of 2033 and lost nine points. There was at least one game where the drawn game should 
have been a win.    

 

  

A solid fifty percent by Dr Bhawoodien. He lost 6 rating points and knows that he could have picked up at 
least another point. His games were always exciting.  

 

 

 



 

Anton Goosen had a solid appearance with 4.5/9.  He played his heart out.  

 

 

The big winner was Andre Schutte. He took his chances and only lost one game. His six points is a 
fantastic score and equals Lyndon Bouah’s of two years ago. He gained 55 rating points. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



10. Statistics of Seniors 65+ 
 

 
 
 
 
 



11. Statistics of Seniors 50+ 
 

 
Thank you to all the readers, family members, colleagues and friends who kindly sent suggestions along 
the way. Thank you Leon De Jager and Shaheed Tobias who assisted me with the compilation and 
distribution of the reflections. 
 
I still have some photos to show but will do that on another occasion. 
 



For now, I must sign off as work is calling me. 
 
I have enjoyed sharing the journey with all of you. 
 
Regards 
 
CM Dr Lyndon Bouah 
 
May 2026 
 

 
USA Open and Women won their respective sections in the Over 50 section 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


